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; for “The Friend ” 
‘Correspondence, (with notes,) between Thomas 
c Story and James Logan. 
(Continued from page 275.) 
“Reason contributes very little to virtue,” 
». The distinction between the functions of 
mason, and those of what he terms “the 
part,” is well and clearly drawn, but might 
improved if the words “ Divine work in 
-e heart” were substituted for “work of the 
part.” “ But then, if this be nature, where 
ithe divinity of it?” This inquiry is beauti- 
lly answered by 'T. Story, in his reply. 
“My younger daughter,’ (Hannah.) While 
se elder heads were thus engaged in reason- 
ws high and deep, and various contentions 
ere agitating the outer world, the fair daugh- 
ms, like young and tender plants, were 
vowing up in the retired security of home, 
nd in the light of their father’s fireside at 
penton, expanding the petals of their wo- 
fanly inteliects, and shedding the brightness 
id perfume, as it were, of sweet looks, gentle 
ays and deeds, and innocent thoughts, about 
he ancient rooms that have now sheltered 
‘x generations since the Indians shared their 
Nspitality. We can imagine their soft voices, 
iiting with those coming from the millions 
women in millions of happy homes every- 

lhere, circling the globe in sounding that 
veet undertone, in which woman is heard 

rough all the roar and rattle of the noisy 
jorld. They were shortly afterwards united 
‘ marriage to Friends of good standing— 
jannah to John Smith, and Sarah to Isaac 
)orris the younger. 

| The intervening letter from Thomas Story, 
i reply to the above, not being to hand, we 
hust gather its contents from the next letter 
- James Logan’s, in which much of it is 
uoted, and which is thus rendered one of 
ne most interesting as well as one of the 
»ngest of the series, by exhibiting, as it does, 
he little controversy between them in a com- 
act form. Thomas appears, in this interven- 
ig letter, to have requested further informa- 
on regarding the projected work of James 
logan, which the latter accordingly gives in 
fis next epistle,—afterwards proceeding to 
»py, and reply to, some remarks of T. Story 
the matter of his own letter, the last above 
1oted. 

In this letter, dated “9ber 15, 1737,” after 
by 


some preliminary remarks, he says, in refer- 
ence to the projected work: 

“On this” (work) “I began in 7ber or 8ber, 
1735, about two years since, taking this for 
my foundation against Hobbes, that man was 
primarily in his nature formed for society, for 
proof of which I discovered and adduced 
several arguments that had never to my 
knowledge been advanced before, and having 
run over the draught of it, and caused one of 
my children to copy it, I sent it to Peter 
Collinson, to show it to some two or three 
such persons, as he should think the most 
competent judges of it; for I have been un- 
fortunate in this, that [ have had very few, 
if any, acquaintance here, or any correspond- 
ents there, who would be of use to me on such 
occasions. 

“The same winter, having drawn up a 
sketch for a chapter on the senses, I proceed- 
ed to another on the intellect, and a fourth on 
the affections and passions. The two first of 
these I soon saw | must run over again, for 
the third I perceived required a much closer 
application ; and the more so, because, having 
seen a book of Dr. Brown, late Bishop of 
Cork, under the specious title of the Proce- 
dure, Extent, and Limits of Human Under- 
standing, I observed some errors in it of such 
dangerous consequence that I thought it of 
importance to have them rectified, particu- 
larly in his sinking moral certainty to a de- 
gree so far inferior to mathematical, which I 
think I can clearly show to be equally built 
on the same foundation. 

“But the fourth chapter being more com- 
plete, I caused a copy of that also to be drawn 
out; and because of some pretty deep anatomi- 
cal speculations in it of the heart and nerves, 
[ sent it first to my brother,” (the doctor), 
“and then to Dr. Mead, who had not returned 
it, I find by P. C.’s letter, in 7ber last, but, if 
not yet done, the few lines I am now sending 
him I hope will oblige him to it, and then 
thou may have the opportunity of perusing 
it. 

“In that piece I expect thou wilt find some- 
thing to object to, but I cannot help it. It 
has been, and is my rule and method, to in- 
vestigate the truth and the reality of things, 
abstracted from all prejudice whatever, with 
the most intense care and application; and 
though it is by no means proper freely to 
publish all one’s thoughts, yet it is indispen- 
sably incumbent on an honest man to publish 
nothing but what he is at least convinced of 
in himself, and believes to be true, so far as 
the nature of the subject admits of certainty, 
or, in default of this, has the advantage of a 
strong probability. 

“My sole hope in that chapter was, as far 
as I could carry it, to prove that the head, 
which is the only seat of thought, and con- 
sequently of reason, and the heart, the spring 
of all action, are two distinct regions of them- 
selves, though of the strictest communication. 
That from hence every motion of the heart 


(its affections, &.), may be watched over and 
guarded, as a chemist does his fires, stills and 
bottles; and therefore, that every affection 
and passion may, by a careful exercise, be 
brought into subjection and under a just regu- 
lation, by which, when directed by a good 
understanding, morality is perfected, and this 
is the true foundation of all social duties. 
And, when there is joined to this a true sense 
of our dependence on the supreme and divine 
Author of all things, a constant contemplation 
of his wisdom and goodness, and a sincere 
love springing from thence, influencing us, by 
the bent of affection, to observe and practise, 
in what relates to us and is in our power, the 
same good order that he has established 
throughout his creation, (which I make the 
subject of a fifth chapter, on Moral Good or 
Virtue), this is true religion and holiness. I 
purposely forbear to treat these subjects other- 
wise than philosophically. 

* 2k * * 1K * 

“ But that these things will ever be finished 
is more than I can reasonably anticipate, nor 
do I at all expect it. I find my natural abili- 
ties much decayed, and I am with those of 
the brain too much in the same condition with 
those hard laborers who in their youth spent 
their strength without sparing it, the effects 
of which they most sensibly feel in the pains 
and weakness of age. 

“ On considering the Discourse of the A ffec- 
tions, &c., if thou meet with it, thou probably 
may not be pleased with my ranging natural 
conscience among the passions. I am sensi- 
ble it iss wholly new, but I think it is no less 
just, and however it may appear on the first 
view, I am persuaded I could not do a greater 
service to virtue and true religion, for I have 
there left full room for all superior influences, 
as I have, though very briefly, hinted in one 
sentence, for that is not the place to say much 
more of it, though perbaps I may even there 
add something. 

“ But now to speak to that part of thy letter 
where thou treats of man, reason, &., and 
says, ‘Man, in himself considered as a crea- 
ture, is no more self-sufficient than self-pro- 
ductive. The first state we find him in is 


simply animal, with like senses and appetites 
as others have. In this state, as in childhood, 
he knows nothing of relation, of property, or 
of moral virtue, yet is animally social to his 
own genus and other species, till, gradually 
growing and increasing to an intellectual 
state, he distinguishes between the animal or 
sensual appetites, and objects_of reason, (or 
the intellect), as moral truths, mathematical 
problems, &c. His reason is not that which 
‘makes the discovery, but is only susceptible 
of it. That which makes the discovery, and 
directs to the choice in the understanding in 
moral truths, is essential and self-evidencing 
truth, furnishing the mind with an immediate 


‘intuitive view of right and wrong, without 


any reasoning or use of it. It is this that sug- 


gests strong inclinations in the rational nature 
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of man, to practise all natural, social and 
moral duties to his own genus, and not man 
himself, or any property essential to him, or 
constituent of his being, Bat, as the eye hath 
a capacity of seeing, yet cannot without the 
medium of light, even so, though the intellect 
is capable of information in moral, social, and 
divine truths, the true and certain informer 
is essential light or truth, without which there 
is no certainty.’ (I have transcribed all this 
for thy own review, because perhaps thou 
mayst not have kept any copy); and by this 
essential light and truth thou seems clearly 
to mean the same thou mentioned before, viz., 
the Divine Logos, (or Word), spoken of by 
John the Evangelist. 

“Tn these words I think thou very plainly 
delivers thy sense in what I requested of thee, 
and yet to me I must own the matter itself 
in that sense is incomprehensible, for, as from 
what I said before of myself, thou wilt easily 
believe I cannot, without clear and distinct 
ideas or notions of things, persuade myself I 
understand them, so I cannot conceive thy 
comparison of the eye and the outward light, 
with reason and the essential one or truth, 
for the eye cannot see at all without the out- 
ward light. I must, then, ask whether reason 
can conceive or judge at all without the other 
light; if not, then, though in the schools they 
imagine they do something in distinguishing 
between the subjective and objective parts of 
knowledge, yet 1 must own I do not under- 
stand their jargon. The eye is an organ, but 
acts nothing at all of itself, for thou hast seen 
a glass of mine perform the very same thing 
in a darkened room that the eye does in the 
head ; but reason is an active principle, it is 
the power of comparing ideas received into 
the brain, which seems to be truly organical. 
But then, perhaps, we are to suppose that it 
cannot compare them without the accession 
or presence of that essential light. If so, I 
ask whether this light is necessary in all cases 
and on all subjects, mathematical, artificial, 
political, and moral ; or is there a distinction ? 
Tf it be necessary in all, this is Malebranche’s 
notion of our seeing all things in God, which, 
for very good reasons, with the absurdities 
that would follow upon it, is justly exploded 
in every other sense than that by the power 
and influence of the Deity the whole universe, 
with all its motions, is supported, and in this 
sense the notion explains nothing at all par- 
ticular in relation to the mind, more than it 
does of the sun’s rising, &e. Butif not in all, 
and only in moral and divine truths, I am 
sure that, as to the first, there will difficulties 
arise in all pretences or endeavors to give a 
criterion that will plainly, and on the first 
view, be found insurmountable. But, on the 
whole, if reason cannot act without the influ- 
ence, assistance, or presence of that essential 
truth, then the same reason, which is the dis- 
criminating faculty between man and brutes, 
and with some share of which it is universally 
allowed man must be endued, to entitle him 
to humanity, is that Logos, and then what 
becomes of the Spirit, &c. Be pleased only 
to review thy own words, and then consider 
where the matter will terminate; for upon a 
closer examination thou canst not fail of see- 
ing that the faculty called reason, which is 
lodged solely in the head, and the Logos, are 
vastly wide from being the same. 


(To be continued.) 
———_—_2s—__—_—_ 


To vindicate error is to adopt it. 
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For ‘‘The Friend.” 
“Report of the Sixth Conference of Teach- 
ers and Delegates from Friends’ First-day 

Schools in the United States and Canada, 

held at Wilmington, Ohio, on the 22d, 23d, 

24th and 25th of Hleventh month, 1871.” 

The Report of the First-day School Con- 
ference at Wilmington, Ohio, is an octavo 
pamphlet of 111 pages, going much into de- 
tail, and giving the names of those most promi- 
nent in the proceedings, aud the substance of 
their remarks. As it is published by order of 
the Conference, it is no doubt a reliable au- 
thority for the remarks it represents to have 
been made. 

In reading it, I recognize an earnestness 
and sincerity which deserve respect, but these 
are connected with an obvious departure from 
the principles of Friends—a departure which 
has already assumed proportions, both as to 
the number of persons involved and the ex- 
tent to which our doctrines have been modi- 
fied or deserted, that are calculated deeply to 
alarm those who believe that the Society of 
Friends was divinely raised up to bear a tes- 
timony to the Truth, and who feel the respon- 
sibility of maintaining that testimony unim- 
paired. The Conference is said to have been 
attended by about 1000 persons, many of whom 
were probably in unity with the sentiments 
advanced by the speakers. 

The developments contained in this report 
indicate a rapid approach to the system of 
stated ministry in other denominations—a 
system which requires sermons to be delivered 
at certain specified times, and therefore pre- 
supposes the preparation of these beforehand, 
by some one who is supposed to be able to in- 
struct his fellow-members ;—but which is in- 
consistent with the views of Friends on the 
subject of true Gospel ministry. 

In speaking of the object of First-day 
Schools, it was repeatedly stated that it was 
not the instruction of the pupils, but “the 
conversion of souls.” “The aim of Sabbath- 
school instruction is the conversion of our 
scholars.” “If Sabbath-school teaching is 
anything, it certainly is Gospel work.” “There 
is no more solemn work in the world than 
teaching in the Sabbath-school. It seems to 
me amore solemn work than preaching the 
Gospel.” One in the station of a minister 
said: “I take my congregation, and you take 
your sabbath-school, both on the same ground, 
to bring them to Christ.” Another remarked, 
“T regard the First-day School as the depart- 
ment of the Church for the exercise especi- 
ally, though not exclusively, of the gift of 
teaching. In this view it is growing in im- 
portance upon our hearts and in our hands,— 
the exercise of this gift within the Church for 
the building up of its members in its most 
holy faith; the exercise of this gift without 
the Church, in mission work, in teaching 
Jesus Christ to a sinful world.” 

The teachers in these schools, having been 
thus taught to look upon themselves some- 
what as ministers of the Gospel, there are 
instructions given them as to the best method 
of preparing themselves for the discharge of 
their duties. The need of Divine help is of 
course not omitted, but lest any should be 
discouraged by a sense of their own unfitness, 
one speaker says: “I believe every one who 
has gone into it heartly and earnestly, has 
been called of God to do it, whether they know 
it or not.” Another adds: “ Let us remember 
that Peter and the other disciples were sent 


to preach the Gospel before they had the bap 
tism of the Holy Ghost, and that Peter was 
bidden by the Master to feed the sheep before 
that great dispensation had passed upon him,’ 
Any natural diffidence, or divinely-inspired 
doubts as to their call for service, having beer 
thus removed, the teachers are told of the im. 
portance of thorough study of the lesson tc 
be taught—that the Truth must be “ana 
lyzed” and “broken up’—“we have to pre 
pare the food so that the little mouths car 
take it. We have to make it a constant study 
to prepare it so that it can be received. I 
must be an intellectual and persistent effort 
a logical and clear statement, and it must b 
accompanied by the prayer that the Holy 
Ghost will descend, and that it may nouris! 
the mind in the same way that the food o 
animal life builds up the organism of nature,’ 
The speaker gives as his own practice, “ Hav 
ing rolled [the text] over in every possibl: 
way, and then made use of the commentary 
I sit down in my class and compare notes.’ 
Teachers are recommended to hold meeting: 
among themselves for the preparation of the 
lessons. “ Having studied the lesson at home 
we are prepared to throw our informatior 
into the common fund, and each teacher get 
the benefit of the light of all the others.” 
The comparisons drawn between the effects 
produced by this teaching when thus prepar 
ed, and the ordinary ministry in our Society 
are calculated greatly to increase the confi 
dence in an educated ministry, and to lesser 
the esteem for that which relies for it 
efficacy on Divine inspiration alone. The 
Report contains such sentiments as the fol 
lowing: “In view of the results attained ir 
Sabbath-school organizations, I have said 
‘Better do away with your pulpit than to d¢ 
away with your Sabbath-schools.’” “TheSab 
bath-school is the Church at work.” It give: 
“every child in the Church a field of work 
not only to go out and carry the glad tiding: 
of the Gospel to sinners around us, but t 
build up believers in the most holy faith’ 
“ We all know that our ministry does not con 
tain the teaching which many other Chris 
tian denominations have, and therefore we« 
have grown up without being able to give¢ 
reason for the hope that is in us, without ar 
intelligent idea of the great plan of salvation 
and of the work of Christ for us as individuals 
We have been open to the assaults of the great 
adversary, and the sweeping tide of infidelity 
has rolled over us as a people. I regard thx 
Sabbath-school as one of the great preventive: 
of this. I believe the Lord had reference t 
this when He said, ‘Except ye become at 
little children ye cannot enter into the king 
dom of heaven.’ The Sabbath-school will fil 
our church with more living members.” 
Those who hold such sentiments have ap 
proached very nearly to the position occupiec 
by those religious denominations who think 
it desirable or needful that their minister: 
should be specially educated and trained pro 
fessionally for the work—for these by n¢ 
means overlook the paramount importance 
of heart-felt religious experience—but having 
begun in the Spirit they seek to be made per 
fect through the flesh. It is not therefore ¢ 
cause of surprise to find one of the prominen 
actors in this convention, in the station of : 
minister, when speaking of the effect of th 
“Sabbath-school” upon the ministry, using 
this language: “ 1t is not our preaching that 
has given tone to the teaching; but it is em 


atically the teaching in our First-day 
shools that has given a higher tone to the 
weaching in our Society. Owing to this, 
aere has been a demand for a different and 
etter kind of preaching from that which 
xisted twenty-five or even fifteen years ago, 
Then I look back to the first twenty-five 
ears of my life, I think I could count upon 
ne fingers of my two hands all the sermons 
aat made a lasting impression upon me, and 
‘cannot remember any one who instructed 
se. And I could count upon my two thumbs 
-without using both of them—all the ser- 
tons which showed me that the way of re- 
emption was through Jesus Christ and Him 
“ucified. The words were very good, but we 
ad heard them a thousand times over, and 
ney ceased to make any impression, and it 
‘as not until our First-day schools com- 
‘enced, and our preachers went into them, 
ad listened to the teaching there, that they 
egan to find the effect of the great doctrines 
* the Gospel upon the minds of the children. 
“hey got their first hint there ; they have gone 
ito the work, and it has pleased God to bless 

greatly. But I believe we have yet to draw 
nother blessing. There is a demand for more 
astruction in the ministry; more preaching 
nat shall help on the believer. Our Bible- 
‘asses are beginning to supply that want, point- 
ag the way to the higher Christian life; and 
ae ministry will follow there, I trust.” 

One who can advocate such views, can see 
ttle objection to a still more perfect training 
f the ministry under the supervision of pro- 
essors of Biblical Literature, who have made 

life-long study of that “ exegesis,” the want 

if which is deplored by another of the speak- 
rs. 
The introduction of Scripture reading into 
‘ur meetings for worship, leading as it is said 
iometimes to do to comments on the passages 
ead, is another evidence of the disposition so 
early manifested in this Report to forsake 
‘he ground of true Gospel ministry, as pro- 
essed by our Society, and to substitute there- 
or the result of our own studies and specula- 
jions on the words of Scripture. I doubt not 
that many of those who are in danger of being 
ntirely swept away from the principles of 
Triends, will indignantly repudiate the possi- 
vility of such an issue; but the path they have 
‘ntered on is one that gradually diverges 
nore and more widely from the place assigned 
io this people in the universal Church, and 
‘rom the nature of the case, unless there is a 
*eturn to first principles, there is but little 
aope that some of them will eventually retain 
»ven a nominal connection with the Society 
of which they are members. 

In thus plainly expressing what has seemed 
50 me the tendency of the modern religious 
movement in the Society of Friends, I desire 
.o be actuated by a tender feeling towards 
shose who partake in it. I do not doubt the 
sincerity of purpose of many of them, and re- 
spect the earnest efforts they make in doing 
what they conceive promotes the Redeemer’s 
xingdom among men. I doubt not some of 
shem are conscious that their course is not 
consistent with the principles of their educa- 
sion, but they say, “ We believe we are doing 
wood, and we care not to inquire further.” I 
would not willingly discourage a single child 
of our Heavenly Father, in any service which 


will really tend to his own good and that of 


others. My controversy is not with First-day 
schools, with the study of the Scriptures, or 
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with religious instruction in themselves, when 
rightly conducted; but with these things as 
they have been seized upon by a spirit or ten- 
dency of the times, and made instrumental in 
leading us away from a single attention to the 
voice of Christ in our hearts, which is the 
only source of heartfelt religious knowledge, 
—and this is the only knowledge which can 
be of essential service to us. 

When the heart of any is touched by the 
Divine finger; and he is. brought to see and 
mourn over his weaknesses and sins, and seek 
for forgiveness for the past, and strength for 
the future; instead of encouraging that in- 
wardness, retirement and humility into which 
the Spirit of the Lord would lead such an one, 
and in which he would know a settlement 
and healthy growth in the Truth, this spirit 
urges him at once to enter on active services 
for which he is by no means prepared, and 
which tend, in his immature condition, to give 
him an undue estimate of his own attain- 
ments. He is told that it is his “privilege to 
be converted and sanctified and given wholly 
to the Lord as an instantaneous and simul- 
taneous work.” The prudent advice of the 
Apostle Paul to Timothy, is neglected, where 
he advises him not to place over others, one 
who is a novice, “lest he be lifted up with 
pride.” 

Our early Friends, and all their true fol- 
lowers, were careful in their preaching, to 
confine their ministrations to the fresh open- 
ings of that Divine Spirit, by which the Scrip- 
tures of trath were given forth, and which 
alone can qualify auy in this day to minister 
in the ability that God giveth, and to baptise 
an audience into the sensible evidence of the 
Divine presence and goodness. 
this, we are now having our attention turned 
to the opinions which a study of Scripture 
may develop in our minds, and are in danger 
of being led astray by systems of theology 


our intellect, and therefore more calculated to 
amuse than to edify. 

Great is the mystery of godliness, and very 
deep and weighty is the work of salvatioa. 
No power can accomplish it, but God himself. 
He alone can effect the wondrous change, by 
which our affections are transferred from 
earth to Heaven, and our evil propensities 


the Spirit of God within us. We can do ab- 
solutely nothing to forward this work in one 
another, except as He pleases to use us as in- 
struments. It is comparatively an easy mat- 
ter to induce others to profess a faith in Christ, 
to repeat vocal prayers, and even to become 


movements. 
eloquent speakers and the strong contagion 
of sympathy, multitudes may have their feel. 
ings affected, and may even imagine they 
are converted to Christ. Yet there may be 
very little of that submission to the work 
of the Spirit in the heart, without which all 
else is little better than the sounding brass 
and the tinkling cymbal. Nay, the very ex- 
citement which has prevailed may lead toa 
state of greater deadness and indifference, 


in the Lord’s vineyard, but they should lead 
us to keep our eye and expectation ever fixed 


forth, and to place all our hopes of success on 


In place of 


not founded on the experience of the work of 


grace in our own hearts, but the product of 


brought and kept under the cross of Christ— 


active in benevolent and professedly religious 
Under the powerful influence of 


when it has subsided. These considerations 
should not discourage us from earnest labor 


on Him—to be careful to know His putting 
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His blessing. And let us ever bear in mind . 
that as an unskilful workman may spoil the 
material placed in his hand, so it is very pos- 
sible for us seriously to injure the tenderly 
visited minds of others, if without Divine 
assistance, we “darken counsel by words 
without knowledge.” 
For “The Friend.” 
Colonial Adventures and Experiences, 
(Continued from page 276.) 

“The poet tells us that solitude is most 
easily to be found in great cities and uncon- 
genial crowds, but I think there is a great 
deal to be said on the other side of the ques- 
tion. I have often tried to get an insight into 
that feeling of which I have heard so much, 
the solitude of a great city; but I have never 
yet succeeded in getting rid of a lively sense 
of the presence of the omnibuses and shop 
windows. Seriously, however, I wish you to 
picture for yourselves some notion of the soli- 
tude to which a Queensland shepherd is con- 
demned. ‘There have been times when it has 
seemed to me that I should go mad under it. 
At certain times of the day, the Bush is so 
wonderfully still, that a man, if he has any 
imagination at all, feels almost afraid to move, 
the sound of his own presence seems so ghast- 
ly. I have sat at mid-day and tried to read, 
and the words have conveyed no idea to my 
mind; they have been just sounds—combina- 
tions of letters—and nothing more. 

“The supernatural stillness, in the midst of 
so much life, is appalling; not a leaf stirs,— 
the parasites hang in great wreaths and chains 
from the branches. As far as a man Can see, 
on all sides, trees, and motionless tufts of 
grass, and every footstep seems to echo among 
all the trunks. I have been glad to make 
friends with the sheep. I used to carry out 
a little salt, so that when I was with them 
they might come and lick my hands. I used 
to entice scorpions from their holes by means 
of an inserted stem of grass, and found great 
amusement by setting them on an ant-hill, 
and watching the fight that ensued. I used 
to work out chess problems in my head, and 
acquired the remarkable faculty of putting 
them by at the end of the day and finishing 
them on the morrow. Sometimes I used to 
get up into a tree, and sing over all the songs 
I ever knew, and was once taken for a black- 
fellow yelling, by a traveller who happened 
to pass by. I have spent many hours in the 
interesting sport of pelting iguanas with 
sticks. These reptiles are perfectly harmless, 
and when pursued betake themselves to the 
nearest tree, whence they can, in time, be 
knocked down. They are capital eating, and 
an agreeable change from salt beef. I used to 
take some interest in studying the manners 
and customs of sheep. It is quite a,mistake 
to suppose that sheep are stupid animals; on 
the contrary, they are a great deal too know- 
ing. I used to try, at one time, to keep a 
piece of grass near the hut, so that in wet 
weather | should not have to go out: I had to 
give up the attempt at last. The sheep used 
to know as well as possible that this was for- 
bidden ground, and, in consequence, would 
make the most determined efforts to reach it. 
I used, as I have said, to lie down under some 
tree in the middle of the day. If I shut my 
eyes, and pretended to be asleep, one old ewe 
would take the opportunity to slip past me, 
ltreading as gently as acat. Once past, she 
would think all right, and give utterance to 


284 


THE FRIEND. 


a loud bleat of triumph, which would be the 
signal for me to rise and pelt her back again. 
This dodge would be tried again and again, 
until [ fell asleep in real earnest, and on wak- 
ing, if I found that the flock had decamped, I 
always knew where to find them. After feed- 
ing on this piece of ground for a few days, 
they showed no particular partiality for it 
over any other. I am almost ashamed to re- 
late it, but I once knocked a sheep’s eye out 
with a piece of bread of my own baking. I 
had somehow managed to spoil a damper, and 
had allowed it to lie on the ground until the 
sun and the dew had hardened it to the con- 
sistency of a stone. I picked up a piece of 
this one evening to throw at a rebellious 
sheep, and unintentionally destroyed one of 
its eyes. 

“JT have an anecdote in connection with a 
damper, which I may as well relate here. 
When I went out in the morning I used to 
stick my damper between two pieces of pro- 
jecting bark in the side of the hut. One even- 
ing, on coming home, I could not find my 
damper in its usual place, but presently spied 
it lying on the ground at some distance from 
the hut door. This happened on three con- 
secutive evenings, and I could not account for 
it at all. On the fourth evening I happened 
to return rather earlier than usual, and caught 
an old crow at the hut door, in the very act 
of rolling the cake over and over, working 
with his beak and one claw, and balancing 
himself gravely on the other. 

‘‘Crows and hawks always infest any hut 
or habitation, and although they clear away 
much refuse, are also great thieves. They are 
especially fond of stealing soap, which, how- 
ever, they never eat, but deposit in some 
neighboring tree. I have, when hard up for 
the article, climbed a tree and recovered more 
than a pound of soap, in small pieces. 

“These little anecdotes and illustrations are 
all trifling enough, but they are the only re- 
miniscences which I have of my solitary life. 

“T spent once no less than six weeks with- 
out seeing a human being. My hut was ona 
river bank, and the station was distant seven 
miles, but on the other side. The river be- 
coming flooded, and the people at the station 
being too lazy to make a boat or raft, I had 
no rations brought to me until the flood sub- 
sided. During that. time I had nothing to 
live on except mutton, (there was plenty of 
that,) and any green stuff which had sprung 
up after the rain. 

“ Queensland mutton, at the best of times, 
is not a very first-rate kind of food: it is tough 
and stringy, and the bones have very little 
on them. A sheep, when skinned, dressed, 
and hung up, would make a very tolerable 
lantern, as they are only covered by a semi- 
transparent yellow skin. ‘Thirty or forty 
pounds is a very good average weight for a 
sheep. But the salted mutton is simply exe- 
crable. I used to cut it into strips and rub 
salt into it, and put it into a tub for an hour 
or two, and then hang it in the sun to dry. 

“There were large numbers of blacktellows 
on the hills which bounded the view from my 
hut, but, although they used sometimes to 
come down on the plain, they never interfered 
with me. I used to see their fires at night, 
and hear them shouting or ‘ cooeing’ to one 

another. 
the purpose of getting ‘sugar-bags’ or wild- 
bees’ nests, which form an important article 
of their diet. I never actually saw them, but 


When they came down, it was for, 


I frequently heard them, and came upon their 
tracks and the chips left by their stone toma- 
hawks. 

“Sometimes, when shepherding, I used to 
get company in the evenings, and I have been 
in the habit of walking five miles nearly every 
evening, in order to have a talk with another 
shepherd whose ‘run’ adjoined mine. 

“Some shepherds, however, grow to prefer 
their solitary life, and don’t seem to care for 
intercourse with any one; but these are men 
who have been ‘at it’ for a long time. Shep- 
herds, whose runs adjoin a road, get plenty 
of company; as travellers, who are looking 
for work, make their stages so as to spend 
the night at a hut. They are always made 
welcome, though of course there is a consider- 
able extra expense in rations. It is generally 
an understood thing that a man who is put 
to live by the roadside should be allowed 
rations for travellers. Men who are travelling 
on foot, seldom think of carrying food for 
themselves, and have not very often got the 
means of providing themselves. * 

“Some of the squatters object to this extra 
expense, and contrive to place the huts as far 
from a road ag possible. But I have known 
men ask to be placed on a road, and offer to 
provide travellers’ rations out of their wages. 
But even this is often objected to, as the squat- 
ters say that these men, from seeing too much 
company, are apt to get careless. So most 
shepherds are condemned to perpetual soli- 
tude. People who have not experienced some- 
thing of the kind, can have no idea of the 
value which attaches under such circum- 
stances to any printed thing whatever. An 
old tattered volume of any description is a 
treasure, a newspaper four or five months old 
is eagerly sought and spelt over. I remem- 
once that for a whole quarter, I saw no print- 
ed thing except the second volume of a Ger- 
man work on astronomy. I did not under- 
stand the language, nor did I know anything 
about astronomy, but there were several 
plates and diagrams, which I used to examine 
carefully and speculate upon. I don’t know, 
I’m sure, how the book came into the Bush 
at all, or into the possession of the man who 
lent it to me, who attached great value to it, 
(although he could not even read his own 
language,) and evidently thought it a most 
interesting and useful piece of goods.” 

(To be continued.) 


For ‘The Friend.” 

Mildred Ratcliff, in Philadelphia Yearly 
Meeting, 1840, said, “she could see as plain 
as she could see us with her outward eyes, 
that the cunning enemy had laid traps for 
‘this people,’ that they were thickly spread 
about us, they were so hidden, so artfully 
covered, that if we were not very watchful we 
should be caught on one hand or the other ; 
that they were laid for the goodly members 
of Society ;’ she added that passage, “If the 
good man of the house had known at what 
time the thief would come he would have 
watched and not have suffered his house to 
be broken up,’ &. The watch was recom- 
mended, as the only way to be kept from the 
enemy’s traps; and she further said, he was 
transformed into an angel of light, and in that 
garb more to be feared than in any other way; 
it spread an awful feeling over many of us; 
may we all be watchful. I have had a fear 
that this solemn warning will not be noticed 
as it ought. I do believe it was from best 


authority, and in mercy given through hi 

faithful servant, then near her journey’s end 

being old and feeble. 
Fourth month, 1872. 


Selected, 
WAIT AND SEE. 


When my boy with eager questions, 
Asking how, and where, and when, 
Taxes all my store of wisdom, 
Asking o’er and o’er again 
Questions oft to which the answers 
Give to others still the key, 
I said, to teach him patience, 
“Wait, my little boy, and see.” 


And the words I taught my darling 
Taught to me a lesson sweet ; 

Once when all the world seemed darkened 
And the storm about me beat, 

In the “children’s room” I heard him, 
With a child’s sweet mimicry, 

To the baby brother’s questions 
Saying wisely, “ Wait and see.” 


Like an angel’s tender chiding 
Came the darling’s words to me, 

Though my Father’s ways were hidden 
Bidding me still wait and see. 

What are we but restless children, 
Ever asking what shall be ? 

And the Father, in His wisdom, 
Gently bids us “ wait and see.” 


Selected. 
IN THE EVENING. 


All day the wind had howled along the leas, 
All day the wind had swept across the plain, 

All day on rustling grass and waving trees, 
Had fallen “ the useful trouble of the rain,” 

All day beneath the low-hung dreary sky, 

The dripping earth had cowered sullenly. 


At last the wind had sobbed itself to rest, 
At last to weary calmness sank the storm, 
A crimson line gleamed sudden in the west, 
Where golden flecks rose wayering into form, ' 
A hushed revival heralded the night, 
And with the evening time awoke the light. 


The rosy color flushed the long grey waves; __ 
The rosy color tinged the mountains brown; 
And where the old church watched the village graves, 
Wooed to a passing blush the yew tree’s frown. 
Bird, beast and flower relenting nature knew, 
And one pale star rose shimmering in the blue. 


So, to a life long crushed in heavy grief, 
So, to a path long darkened by despair, 
The slow sad hours bring touches of relief, 
Whispers of hope, and strength of trustful prayer. 
“Tarry His leisure,” God of love and might, * 
And with the evening time there will be light. 
—All the Year Round. 


Then and Now.—How we do progress! In 
1832, less than forty years ago, Matthew 
Baldwin, now deceased, received from the 
Germantown Railroad Company his first or- 
der for a locomotive. Amid difficulties that 
at this day would seem almost insurmount- 
able, he filled the order. It was a success, 
as the following advertisement in the daily 
papers of that day testify. k 

‘‘Notice.—The engine (built by Mr. Bald- 
win) with a train of cars will run daily, (com- 
mencing Thursday) when the weather is fair. 
When the weather is not fair, the horses will 
draw the cars the four trips.” 

Now forty-eight trains pass over a portion 
of this road daily. 


In vain is the most orthodox profession of 
the christian religion, if we ourselves are 
strangers to the great work of regeneration, 
and destitute of this saving knowledge. For if 
we do not know Christ to be in us our hope 
of glory, whilst we are in this life, He will not 
know us, in the great and awful day of ac. 
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nt, in that life which is tocome. He whose 
-ords shall never pass away” hath declared, 
it every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
ved, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, 
_ he that doeth the will of my Father 
‘ich is in Heaven.—D. Wheeler. 


For “The Friend.” 
Memoirs of Mildred Rateliff. 
(Continued from page 279.) 
Sarah Hillman to Mildred Ratcliff. 

; Philadelphia, 5th mo. 9h, 1835. 

“My dear Friend,—It seems pleasant by 
» present opportunity to let thee know we 
» moving along in this place, under weights 
QJ burdens, some of them new and unex- 
eted. Nevertheless in our late annual as- 
sobly, we were favored with renewed evi- 
ace that ‘the foundation of God standeth 
ee,’ and with ability to labor for the arising 
‘the well-spring of life, and for the mainte- 
ince of those precious testimonies which, to 
w dear forefathers were dearer than life, 
dd which to a remnant in this day of revolt- 
@ are still dear. These are known of Him 
4o sees and knows every heart; yea, He 
ill keep these as they cleave to him, not- 
‘thstanding the adversaries of truth may 
‘ast and vaunt, and speak great swelling 
ords ; and even under the specious appear- 
sce of preaching the Lord Jesus, and exalt- 
gthe kingdom of Christ, are laying waste 
-e very foundation of our faith by denying 
‘e immediate influence of the Holy Spirit, 
faich our divine Lord and Redeemer told 
Ss poor weeping disciples He would send, 
hen He said, ‘It is expedient that I go 
way; for if I go not away, the Comforter 


ill not come.’ I will not leave you com- 
rtless, but I will pray the Father, and he 
ill send you another Comforter, even the 
virit of Truth ; He shall bring all things to 
yur remembrance, whatsoever I have said 
ato you; He shall take of mine and show it 
ato you; He shall lead and guide you into 
dtruth. Ah, what should we be, or what 
», without this blessed holy Spirit, which we 
tre not separate from his outward coming, 
at believe in all He has in unmerited mercy 
one for us, without us, and may we be more 
ad more willing to bow to the government, 
» the baptising, sanctifying power of His 
yirit within us, until the refining process 
complete, the new man is brought forth, 
which after God is created in righteousness 
ad true holiness.’ Thus walking in humility 
ad fear before Him, we may gradually be 
repared not only to stand for his blessed 
ause and Truth’s sake, in the midst of a 
cooked and perverse generation, but through 
inctification of the Spirit, and belief of the 
feath, show forth out of a good conversation, 
1 the meekness of wisdom, that we are seek- 
ig a city that hath foundations, whose build- 
>and maker is God. Yes, my dear friend, 
e shall in this way have a good hope through 
Bice, when these poor, feeble, mouldering 
RY tenements shall fail, that through the un- 
erited, unfailing mercy of our adorable In- 
srcessor and Advocate, not for any of our 
oor imperfect works, there is a house not 
1ade with hands prepared for us, eternal in 
heavens. Then truly it matters not how 


ough and thorny the road may be, so that it 
ring us home to Him at last. Our present 
tials will seem small indeed, and heaven will 
jake amends for all. 

the best of causes I believe gained ground 


THE FRIEND. 


at our Yearly Meeting. An epistle indicating 
our disunity with the doctrines afloat, was is- 
sued by the Meeting for Sufferings to the 
same meeting in London, which was truly to 
the purpose: and I trust the great Shepherd 
of the sheep still looks with pity down on all 
those everywhere, who love Him above all. 
And He will keep these by his power through 
faith unto salvation, notwithstanding the 
wrath of the opposers of Truth, and the temp- 
tations of a cruel adversary. 

“Farewell: in dear love thy sincerely at- 
tached sympathizing friend, 

“Saran HIniMAn.” 


Jane Bettle to Mildred Ratcliff. 
“Phila., 5th mo. 28th, 1836. 

“ My beloved Friend,—Thy letter forward- 
ed by J. B. was truly acceptable. I may say 
my love unfeigned remains the same as when 
our acquaintance commenced, and floweth to- 
wards thee. I then felt much sympathy 
with thee, in meeting and out of meetings, 
both for worship and discipline, lest through 
diffidence, the church, and thou also, might 
sustain loss, what if I should say partly from 
the fear of man, or of taking up the time that 
others might occupy. Far be it from me to 
maintain that proper care should not be exer- 
cised by the true ministers of the gospel, that 
no premature offering be offered. But bear 
in remembrance, my dear friend, that the fear 
of man bringeth a snare. May the arms of 
thy hands be made strong through the pow- 
er of the mighty God of Jacob. He has co- 
vered thy head in the day of battle, and will, 
I confidently believe, continue to doso to the 
end. Thanks be unto Him, for his weapons 
are spiritual and mighty, even to the pulling 
down of the strongholds, that Satan is striv- 
ing to erect the world over. But happy, 
thrice happy for poor man, his power is limit- 
ed. I believe some of my dear Friends in 
your Yearly Meeting have been deeply tried 
by his subtle working in the minds of certain 
members of it, who have thought fit to offer 
sentiments not in accordance with those who 
have kept their first love. The members of 
the church of Christ should all speak the same 
language; no confusion of tongues ought to 
be heard among us. Our worthy predeces- 
sors suffered great persecution in their day, 
when the command was, ‘Come out from 
among them, and be ye separate,’ &c. The 
sentiments above alluded to, are calculated to 
mislead the minds of our young Friends, from 
finding those of their elder brethren and sis- 
ters are beclouded in their views. Yet I 
know some among the dear young people, 
who several years ago clearly discovered the 
snare and avoided it ; and were strengthened 
to speak plainly on the subject, to those who 
were endeavoring evidently to my mind, to 
make proselytes to their views. It is a sor- 
rowful reflection, after our Society has passed 
through a sore conflict in endeavoring to sup- 
port inviolable its principles and doctrines. 
Ob may we, my beloved Friend, endeavor to 
hold fast the profession of our faith without 
wavering! I know it isnot in man that walk- 
eth, to direct his steps aright; a good man’s 
steps are ordered of the Lord. Yet feeble and 
helpless as we feel ourselves, the heavenly 
Shepherd, who watcheth over his flock by 
day and by night, would keep all in perfect 
safety by the crook of his love; and why 
should we be as those who have turned aside 
from following the footsteps of Christ’s com. 
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panions. It is because man doth not attend 
to the injunction formerly given, ‘ Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptation.’ 

“Thy sisterly salutation, I felt whilst read- 
ing it, was offered in that love which the spi- 
rit of the gospel inspires; thy wishes in re- 
gard to our having a good Yearly Meeting 
have been realized, as thou wilt no doubt see 
published in ‘The Friend.’ I therefore need 
say no more on the subject than that I am, I 
hope, thankful therefor. Thy messages of 
love were given to our mutual and justly va- 
lued friends, Jonathan Evans and children, 
with thy request that some of them should 
indulge thee with a few lines, which I doubt 
not has been complied with. Their love to 
thee has not diminished. Thou hast many 
friends in this city and elsewhere, 

“JT may now give thee, my dear friend, a 
brief account of my own situation. Iam still 
confined to my chamber, with the exception 
of being able to get out into some of the rooms 
nearly on a level with it. My complicated 
infirmities have varied but little for many 
months past. I have often had to admire 
that my stay in mutability has been thus 
lengthened out: yet it is not for me to say, 
What doest Thou; in removing from works 
to rewards those who were in the prime of 
life, and useful members of Society. His ways 
are inscrutable and past finding out by us 
poor short-sighted beings. Although I thus 
speak, I may say I have frequently been 
brought secretly to utter this language, Not 
my will, but thine, O Lord, be done. Thou 
hast the undoubted right to do with me ac- 
cording to thy own good pleasure. 

“We have had the company of our esteem- 
ed friend, Isaac Thorn, from Nine Partners, at 
our late Yearly Meeting. He made us a visit, 
and read to my husband and self, all his dear 
wife’s letters, forming a kind of diary, written 
whilst crossing the mighty ocean, and [men- 
tioning] hersafe arrival at Liverpool. Frances 
Thompson, wife of Thomas Thompson, a val- 
uable elder of that meeting, is her companion. 
Oh that all who go forth to minister to the 
people, may minister ‘in the ability which 
God gives.’ What will preaching avail with- 
out the holy unction accompanies it? 

“Thy husband’s message of love to my hus- 
band and self was acceptable. Please give 
ours to him. I have often remembered the 
kind reception our mutual friends KH. Robson, 
S. L. and I met with at your house. It was 
a comfortable resting place to us. Dear Eliz- 
abeth has often expressed in her letters, a 
strong attachment to her American friends. 
It is now a very long time since I have writ- 
ten to her or any other of my friends; lean- 
ing to write is difficult in my situation; it is 
always attended with more or less pain. The 
little notes or memorandums* I make, are 


* Most of the readers of these Memoirs have perhaps 
read the “Memorandums of Jane Bettle.’” They were 
commenced the year her sickness (dropsy) commenced 
in 1832, and were continued till near the close of her 
life in 1840. They are worthy, and, we trust, will well 
repay, particularly by our dear young Friends, an atten- 
tive perusal. The subjoined, in allusion to this inte- 
resting class, is extracted from pp. 89, 90. Which is 
also followed by “ An Affectionate Address to the youth 
of the Religious Society of Friends.” 

“One of the prominent traits in the character of Jane 
Bettle, was the tender attachment and interest she 
manifested for those in the early walks of life. Her 
heart and her house were alike open to receive them ; 
she entered feelingly into their trials and temptations, 
and often found opportunities for imparting to them her 
affectionate solicitude for their best welfare, either in 
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generally done sitting erect in my chair, hold- 
ing in my hand a light book whereon is placed 
my paper. My dear friends I think will ex- 
cuse my not writing as often as would be de- 
sirable ; yet I do hope this will not discourage 
them from writing to me, when they feel an 
inclination to do so. It is truly grateful to 
me to receive a line from them. My dear 
husband unites in love to thee. He has ob- 
tained a minute to attend the ensuing Yearly 
Meeting of Rhode Island. I have written 
this, believing thou would be glad to hear of 
a fellow laborer in the gospel, endeavoring to 
do his day’s work while the day lastetb. I 
think it due from me to say, that my dear 
husband is one who would gladly remain at 
his own home, if be could with a peaceful 
mind do so. But it seems to me that it is the 
Heavenly Master’s will that it should be 
otherwise. Although he has had no exten- 
sive journeys to perform of late, yet here and 
there, near home, a considerable portion of 
labor has fallen to his lot. May the Lord 
strengthen both thee and him to do all your 
hands find to do, is my sincere desire. 
“From thy affectionate friend, 


JANE BETTE.” 
(To be continued.) 


Parents and Ohildren.—We as fathers, be- 
seech you to attend to this heavenly In- 
structor, and dutifully yield to the correspon- 
dent tender advice of your friends. Shrink 
not from the cross of Christ in your garb, 
language or manners; but through a subjec- 
tion of your wills to the Divine will, in these 
and all other respects, walk answerably to 
the purity of our profession, and the simpli- 
city and spirituality of our worship: so may 
you be instructive examples to serious inquirers 
after truth; and not of those who, under a 
profession thereof, are preferring their own 
crooked ways, and turning others from the foot- 
steps of the followers of Christ—Book of Dis- 
cipline. 


Selected for “The Friend.” 

1846. 12th mo. 21st.—I have been let down 
into a low place, so that faith seemed ready 
to fail. Those dispensations of the withdraw- 
ing of all sense of Divine good, have a very 
reducing effect upon self-importance, and 
teach us true charity and tenderness towards 
those who are in affliction, and those who 
may be wrong. I was brought to cry for 
mercy, and then to examine whether I had 
desired that mercy might be showed to others, 
as I desired it shown to myself. I believe I 
have craved it even for many, who I appre- 
hended, had neither been nor done what they 
ought. But this state of seemingly entire 
desertion by our Heavenly Father, is a bitter 
cup to drink. May I be more humble, more 
steadily fearful of getting off the watch unto 
prayer, and more constant in resisting a light 
spirit, which would take its ease and indul- 
gence on the Sabbath-day. We cannot pray 
when we please, but it is our duty to watch, 
and to wait for the pouring forth of the spirit 
of supplication, which produces a broken 
heart, and a contrite spirit, and enables us to 
cry availingly to God for mercy, and for help 
to keep us from falling, through his dear Son, 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.—Journal 
of William Evans. 


the language of encouragement, of admonition, or re- | 
proof; and the kind and Christian manner in which 
this was imparted, generally made its way to the heart, 
and secured for her a place in their regard and esteem.” , 


THE FRIEND. 


For “The Friend.” 
‘What Matter,” to the Barthly part. 

The readers of the Memoirs of Mildred 
Ratcliff, now passing through the columns of 
“The Friend,” have their attention often taken 
with the pointed and sententious phrase so 


‘peculiarly her own, in which honest truths 


are set forth with singular impressiveness. 

From a former number of the memoirs we 
extract a sentence of this kind, having allu- 
sion to the death by drowning of two Friends, 
respecting one of whom she remarks: “The 
other dear creature who was lost under the 
ice is not yet found. But what matter, so that 
the immortal soul, with kindred spirits, is 
singing praises to God.” 

We cannot doubt that the subject of these 
memoirs cherished sentiments which prompt 
to a suitable respect for the earthly remains 
of departed ones; yet consistently with her 
religious profession, and as one who felt her- 
self to be a pilgrim through a fleeting world, 
to a city which hath foundation, she could 
have no fellowship with that undue regard 
to the mortal part, that vain desire to dis- 
tinguish the resting places of the dead with 
costly tokens—frail memorials indeed—which 
tend far more to amuse and divert the minds 
of bebolders, than to impart those profitable 
lessons of man’s mortality, which should ever 
be the solemn teachings of the grave. 

The testimony of Friends upon this subject, 
consistently supported, has always been in 
unison with the sentiment conveyed in this 
laconic expression; and when we consider 
the upright walking and holy living, into 
which the christian principles of the Society 
would lead its members, so that through faith 
fulness the fervent aspiration of each one 
should be, far beyond all earthly honors, far 
above all earthly crowns, “ Let me die the 
death of the righteous, and let my last end be 
like his.” Could not the language be adopted 
by every heart just entering upon a blissful 
inheritance, “What matter” to the mortal 
part: Dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou 
return. 


Under various deep exercises, during this 
journey (in parts of Holland, Germany and 
France,) the language, Wherefore didst thou 
doubt! bas been so legibly inscribed on my 
heart that I often think none has greater 
cause to depend on the arm of everlasting 
Help than I have; and the confirming evi- 
dence of a peace, passing every enjoyment, 
has been as a stay in the midst of conflict, an 
anchor in times of storm; nor do I ever re- 
member feeling a more abiding sense of the 
heavenly treasure than during my residence 
with that dear little flock at Congenies, 
towards whom the current of gospel love still 
sweetly flows.—Mary Dudley, 1788. 


There is a delusive religious system in the 
present day, originating in an “inner life” 
not implanted by God, but self developed, de- 
viding and pitying with a kind of condescend- 
ing scorn, the lowly christian who lives day 
by day on “every word which proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God.” 

The church is at this hour groaning be- 
neath the burden of such as make use of 
christian phrases, and an orthodox biblical 
phraseology, which the breath of the age— 
not the Holy Ghost, has blown in their way 
—without being convinced of their sins or 
longing for deliverance from them—Chris- 
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tian knowledge, without christian faith, i 
dangerous thing for an individual, or for 
people. 

Cant utterances without commanding po 
er, is the catterpillar which is devouring t 
freshness of the trees in the Lord’s garden. 
Frederick Perthes. 


THE FRIEND. 


' FOURTH MONTH 27, 1872. 


PHILADELPHIA YEARLY MEETING. 


The sessions of the general Yearly Meetir 
commenced on Second-day, the 15th inst., a 
terminated on Sixth-day, the 19th inst. T 
Meeting of Ministers and Elders convened 
the Seventh-day previous. There were in 
tendance a number of Friends belonging 
other Yearly Meetings. Some of them wil 
certificates from their meetings at home. 

In the Women’s Meeting the number 
strangers from a distance was smaller th 
usual, a ministering Friend from Ohio Year 
Meeting, with her companion, being the on 
ones present with minutes. Soon after tl 
business was opened on Second-day mornin 
the question was considered whether suq 
credentials should be read. Tho language 
the discipline on this subject was quoted, a 
several Friends favored our resuming tl 
practice, which had been discontinued f| 
some years past, others believed, that as 0 
Yearly Meeting was not at present in corr 
spondence with others, it would be needfi 
in compliance with the requisitions of t 
Discipline, to have all such papers examin 
by a committee before they could be read 
the meeting at large; and that the action 
the Yearly Meeting in not reading such ce 
tificates for a number of years, was a practic 
suspension of its rule of discipline on the su 
ject. The question, however, was not vex 
fully entered into, and as the meeting w: 
evidently not prepared to change its rece 
practice, it was deemed best not to prolong 
discussion which might have led to some u 
settlement, and lessened, instead of increasin 
that harmony of feeling which it is so impo 
tant to cherish in our assemblies. 

A report from the committee of men ar 
women Friends, appointed last year, to co 
sider whether any change could be made wit 
advantage in the mode and time of holdir 
the sittings of the Yearly Meeting was rea 
recommending that but one session should | 
held each day, commencing, unless otherwi 
directed, at 10 o’clock, excepting on Fift 
day, when the meeting should convene at 
o’clock in the afternoon, in order to allow 
the holding of meetings for worship as usu 
on that day. This proposition, allowing 
the easy return of many Friends to the 
own homes at night and lessening the diffiet 
ties to others in attending all the sitting 
was generally approved, and adopted, wom« 
Friends also uniting therewith. Subsequent 
the time of the adjournment of the Meetir 
of Ministers and Hlders, which had been fix 
subject to the action of the Yearly Meetir 
on this subject, at 8 o’clock on Fourth-de 
morning, was changed to 4 o’clock on tl 
afternoon of that day. The arrangement th 
carried into effect, appears to have prov 
generally satisfactory. 


The minutes of the Meeting for Sufferin, 
rT 


.e then taken up, detailing the proceedings 
jhat body during the past year. Promi- 
% among the subjects thus brought into 
sce, were the evidences of the care and 
wcise of that body for the welfare of their 
»yw-members, and the consistent mainten- 
ec of our religious principles and testi- 
ies. These important subjects had en- 
ved the weighty consideration of this meet- 
on several successive occasions. The 
-oduction of a militia bill into the Legis- 
are of Pennsylvania, in which the con- 
ontious scruples of Friends and others in 
sard to war were not recognized, had fur- 
‘ned occasion for the preparation of a me- 
wial to that body on behalf of liberty of 
ascience and the rights guaranteed by the 
astitution of this State. This document 
's printed and furnished to each member of 
~ Legislature, and several personal inter- 
“ws with the members had been obtained 
‘three Friends appointed for this service, 
The Book Committee’s report showing the 
nber of volumes and pamphlets taken from 
» Bookstore, and the destination of those 
wnished gratuitously, was interesting, and 
ends generally were encouraged to improve 
yortunities which may present for the judi- 
‘us circulation of the approved writings of 
viends. 


‘After the usual appointment of two Friends /p 


m each Quarterly Meeting to examine and 
itle the ‘Treasurer’s account, and propose 
-atsum it would be needful to raise for the 
suing year, the meeting adjourned until 10 
‘lock the next morning. 
Third-day morning, 16th inst—The repre- 
atatives made a report proposing the con- 
‘uance of Joseph Scattergood as Clerk, and 
arkson Sheppard as Assistant Clerk, which 
48 approved, and they accordingly appoint- 
_. The consideration of the state of Society, 
jshown by the answers to the Queries, was 
‘sn entered upon, and occupied an unusual 
sount of time, keeping the meeting closely 
waged during the remainder of 3d and 4th 
vys. The subject of our testimonies to plain- 
‘ss of dress, language and manners, was 
slingly entered upon. While Friends were 
weful to keep in view, that without experi- 
‘cing the cleansing power of Divine Grace 
the heart, external appearances would avail 
-thing; it was clearly shown that our testi- 
dnies in these respects are in accordance 
th Scripture; that they are the necessary 
ait of our doctrines, and a component part 
“that system of faith and practice which we 
4d been commissioned to uphold by the 
“ead of the Church. A lively concern pre- 
Jiled that Friends should not be beguiled 
ito a departure from that simplicity of garb 
ad manners, by which the Society, during 
sccessive generations, has borne a consistent 
‘stimony against the changeable fashions of 
-e world, and which in many cases has been 
a hedge and safeguard around individuals : 
ad as a link in the chain has helped to bind 
ad keep vs together as a distinct people. 
he intimate connection existing between the 
sstimonies referred to in the Third Query, 
as often. been shown by the effect which a 
ssregard of the one has had upon the cou- 
stent support of the others. This subject 
ad not been so thoroughly opened in our 
early Meeting for many years, and it was 
source of much comfort to many exercised 
~ethren, that strength was given once more 
» lift up this standard, and that the exercise 
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upon these subjects had been so prudently, 
and tenderly, yet fully expressed. 

The deficiencies in the attendance of week- 
day meetings called forth affectionate advice 
to those who were negligent in this respect. 
Concern was also felt because some of our 
members bad not fully maintained our testi- 
mony to a free gospel ministry. Friends 
were warned against baulking our testimony 
by participating with other professors in hold- 
ing general meetings and other religious per- 
formances of an associated character. The 
absolute necessity for waiting for and experi- 
encing a fresh qualification and command as 
a preparation for every exercise of the minis- 
terial office, was dwelt upon and enforced, 
and the danger pointed out of a departure 
from this scriptural and fundamental doctrine. 
The tendency of the First-day school system 
was alluded to as leading away from this safe 
foundation, and into a reliance upon intellec- 
tual efforts and Biblical study ; thus fostering 
the development of a ministry which does not 
proceed from the pure openings of Divine 
wisdom, and closely resembling that from 
which Friends were called out of in the be- 
ginning. 

A suitable minute embodying the exercise 
of the Meeting was prepared by a few Friends 
appointed for that service, and read and ap- 
roved at the concluding sitting on 6th day. 

Fifth-day, 18th inst —The reports from the 
Quarterly Meetings, showing the results of 
inquiries among their members in reference to 
the use of spirituous liquors were read, by 
which it appears that fifty-two in all have 
been in the occasional or more frequent use 
of them during the year, to some of whom 
labor had been extended to endeavor to dis- 
suade them from the dangerous practice. 
The danger which attends the use of wine 
and malt liquors was pointed out, and Friends 
encouraged to abstain entirely from an indul- 
gence of whatever might be considered intox- 
icating drink. This subject was again referred 
to the care of the subordinate meetings. 

By the statistics furnished in reference to 
education, it appears that 717 of the 1023 
children reported as of a suitable age to at- 
tend school, had received instruction under 
the care of Friends. Ofthe total number, 24 
had been temporarily absent or had not at- 
tended school during the year. The concern 
for the guarded education of our children, in 
which the practice of instituting these inqui- 
ries originated, was again revived, and the 
attention of the subordinate meetings direct- 
ed to this subject. 

The committee to whom had been referred 
the request of Rahway and Plainfield Month- 
ly Meeting to be joined to another meeting, 
made a verbal report, that they had given at- 
tention to the case. It appeared that frequent 
visits had been paid to these meetings and to 
the families of Friends composing them; the 
results of which had been to awaken much 
sympathy inthe committee with them in their 
stripped condition, and also it was believed to 
draw the hearts of the visited more closely to- 
wardstheir fellow members. The information 
seemed acceptable to the Yearly Meeting, and 
several Friends spoke of the advantage that 
might accrue, if similar visits could be more 
generally paid, under a right concern, through 
many parts of our borders. 

The committee appointed to examine and 


settle the Treasurer’s account reported hav- 


$4500 should be raised for the use of the meet- 
ing the present year. 

Sixth-day, 19th inst.— Shortly after the 
opening of the meeting, a subject which had 
been referred to at the previous sitting, was 
now brought into weighty consideration, by 
the proposition to appoint a committee to vi- 
sit the subordinate meetings. After a delibe- 
rate and full expression of unity therewith, a 
nomination wag proceeded with, and twenty- 
four Friends were set apart for this purpose. 
This important subject was introduced into 
the women’s meeting, and being united with, 
a committee of twenty-one Friends was ap- 
pointed to join in this service. The Quarterly 
and other meetings were requested to make 
such adjournments from time to time as might 
accommodate the attendance of the commit- 
tee. The latest previous appointment of this 
kind was made in 1832. 

The report of the Indian committee was 
read, and was unusually interesting. By au- 
thority of the Orphans’ Court of Warren Co., 
three members of the committee had been ap- 
pointed commissioners to divide the estate of 
the late chief, Corn Planter, among his heirs, 
a tract of upwards of 700 acres, which is now 
the only portion of this State belonging to 
the descendants of its original inbabitants. 
This labor had been performed with the as- 
sistance of an experienced surveyor, also a 
Friend, without charge, and to the satisfac- 
tion of the several parties concerned. It was 
hoped that the example thus set would bean 
inducement to the Indians residing on the 
Allegheny and Cattaraugus Reservations to 
look towards a similar partition of their and 
and the holding of it in severalty, under pro- 
per safeguards. The expenditures of the Com- 
mittee had exceeded their income, and Friends 
in the different meetings were encouraged to 
forward contributions to Joseph Scattergood, 
the Treasurer of the Committee, to supply 
the deficiency, and increase the funds at their 
disposal. 

The Reportin reference to Westtown school 
was also very acceptable to the Meeting, and 
sympathy and encouragement was extended 
to the Committee, and to the Friends placed 
at the head of that institution. [This and the 
preceding Report will probably be published 
in a future number. ] 

The concluding minute was followed by a 
time of solemn silence—in which the meeting 
closed ; and we believe the hearts of many 
were made thankful in a sense that the Head 
of the church had again been pleased to help 
his people to perform the services required at 
their hands, and had granted a little fresh 
strength to labor in his cause, and in looking 
back over the proceedings of the body, we 
doubt not the tendering. grateful acknow- 
ledgment has been raised, under a fresh sense 
of His favor, “What shall I render unto the 
Lord for all his benefits towards me ?” 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


Forrian.—The prospectus of the American Atlantic 
Telegraph Company has been issued. The company 
propose to lay a cable from Milford Haven, in Wales 
to Rye Beach, New Hampshire. é 

The Lord Lieutenant of Ireland states, in a recent 
report, that the condition of that island has greatly im- 
proved. Agrarian outrages during the past year num- 
bered only one third of those returned for the previous 
twelve months ; deposits in the savings banks had large- 
ly increased, as well as the trade of the principal towns 
and ports. “ Never during the past thirty years,” says 
the report, “has Ireland been so prosperous and happy 


ing attended thereto, and recommended that 


as at the present time.” 
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A synopsis of the counter case, presented at Geneva 
by the agent on the part of Great Britain, has been pub- 
lished. 

The Times describes the British counter case as con- 
ceived in a grave spirit, while the American case reads 
like an advocate’s speech to a jury in a trial for an as- 
sault and battery. England’s reply is like the utterance 
of a judge. 

The ballot bill has been under consideration in the 
House of Commons. An amendment, offered by the 
government, punishing voters for openly displaying 
their ballots at the polls, was defeated, after a long dis- 
cussion, by a vote of 274 to 296. The ministry have 
also been defeated in the House on a resolution relative 
to local taxation. 

The ship Maria which left Bombay for Liverpool on 
the 15th ult., has been wrecked at sea, and thirty-five 
persons lost their lives by the disaster. 

The French steamer Avato came recently into colli- 
sion with the steamer Rona on the coast of China. The 
Rona was sunk and about sixty lives lost. 

A cyclone has passed over the western part of Aus- 
tralia, doing much damage to property. 

France having abolished the passport system as re- 
gards England only, other countries demand of her 
similar exemption. 

Lord John Russell has announced his intention of 
introducing an address to the Crown for the suspension 
of proceedings on the part of Great Britain before the 
Geneva Tribunal, until the American claims for indi- 
rect damages are withdrawn. 

Disraeli, in the House of Commons, announced that 
the government would be questioned whether it was 
prepared to give an assurance that further proceedings 
before the Geneva Board of Arbitration will be suspend- 
ed unless the claims for indirect damages are abandoned 
by the United States. 

The trials of persons charged with participating in 
the Communist revolt continue to be held at Versailles. 
Some of the accused are sentenced to death, others to 
imprisonment for life, and many are discharged. 

The Commission on Capitulations, in their report 
on the surrender of Sedan, severely censure Napoleon 
for not consulting with his generals before capitulating. 

The French government has issued orders to com- 
manders of troops on the frontier, to exercise great 
vigilance to prevent any movement which may be made 
on French territory in sympathy with the Carlists. The 
authorities of Bayonne, near the Spanish border, have 
seized a quantity of munitions of war which were des- 
tined for the use of the Carlists. 

Gambetta delivered an address at Havre on the 19th, 
in which he said the first measure to be adopted to in- 
sure the needed reform was the dissolution of the pre- 
sent legislative body of France, and the election of a 
Republican Assembly. 

The North German Gazette denies the truth of the 
alarming statements in regard to the relations of France 
and Germany, but admits that the speech of Thiers, 
previous to the adjournment of the National Assembly, 
has produced an unpleasant feeling throughout Ger- 
many, and that the character of the French war budget 
dictates caution on the part of Germany. The occupa- 
tion of French territory by the German troops may be 
longer than would be necessary if the relations between 
the two nations were more favorable. 

Difficulties have arisen in Berlin between the master 
and journeymen carpenters, and the former have dis- 
charged their employés and closed their shops. 

The Minister of Public Worship has given formal 
notice to Bishop Ermeland that as the sentences of ex- 
communication against German subjects clash with the 
civil law, and affect unfavorably the social status, there- 
fore the consent of government must be obtained before 
such sentences are pronounced. The session of the 
Hungarian Diet was closed by the Emperor Francis 
Joseph in a speech from the throne. He dwelt with 
deep satisfaction on the five years of successful working 
of the Austro-Hungarian compromise. During that time 
the prosperity ofthe country had been steadily increasing. 

A Madrid dispatch of the 21st says: The newspaper 
organs of the Carlist party publish the manifesto of Don 
Carlos, protesting against the late elections, signed by 
his secretary and countersigned by Nacedal, and declar- 
ing that henceforth Don Carlos and his followers will 
protest only in the field, A general rising of the Car- 
lists in all parts of Spain is momentarily expected, and 
troops are preparing to meet it. 

The session of the French National Assembly was 
resumed on the 22d inst. The Assembly decided to 
consider first the scheme for the Council of State, and 
next the army bill, leaving the tax question to the in- 
definite future. Thiers wished the army bill deferred 
for graye political reasons. 


China advices state, that on the 23d ult. an explosion 
of a magazine at Tientsin destroyed eighty houses, and 
many lives were lost. A riot among the Chinese 
laborers in the tin mines at Takott, northern China, re- 
sulted in the loss of many lives. 

The first Japanese fair under direction of the govern- 
ment, was to open at Kioto on the 10th inst. Foreign- 
ers are allowed to visit and exhibit their manufactures. 
This is considered a virtual abandonment of the exclu- 
sive policy. 

Mexico is still torn by internal dissensions. The re- 
bellion has broken out afresh in Chiapus and Tobasco. 
In Yucatan, also, there are disturbances, and troops 
have been sent from the City of Mexico to restore 
order. President Juarez, in a message to Congress, 
said the rebellion was crushed. He asks Congress to 
so amend the constitution that his successor should be 
President of the Senate. The Congressional Committee 
on the Constitution have reported in favor of extending 
Juarez’s dictatorship indefinitely. 

London, 4th mo. 22d.—Consols, 92%. U. 8S. sixes, 
1862, 90; of 1867, 933 ; ten-forties, 892. 

Liverpool.—Uplands cotton, 11 a 11}d.; Orleans, 
11$a113d. California white wheat, 11s. 10d. a 12s. 4d. 
per 100 Ibs.; red winter, 11s. 10d.; spring, 11s. a 11s. 
5d. 

Unrrep Srares.— Miscellaneous—On the 19th the 
President transmitted a message to the House of Repre- 
sentatives in answer to a resolution of inquiry, in which 
he stated that in nine counties of the State of South 
Carolina there were illegal combinations for the pur- 
pose of preventing the free political action of citizens 
who were friendly to the constitution and government 
of the United States, and of depriving the freed people 
of the equal protection of the laws. He says: These 
combinations embrace at least two-thirds of the active 
white men of these counties, and haye the sympathy 
and countenance of the majority of the other third. 
They are connected with similar combinations in other 
counties and States, and no doubt are part of a grand 
system of criminal associations pervading most of the 
southern States. The members are bound to obedience 
and secrecy by oaths which they are taught to regard as 
of higher obligation than the lawful oaths taken before 
civil magistrates. They are organized and armed— 
they effect their objects by personal violence often ex- 
tending to murder—they terrify witnesses—they control 
juries in the State Courts, and sometimes in the Courts 
of the United States. Systematic perjury is one of the 
means by which the prosecution of the members is de- 
feated. 

Violent shocks of earthquake continue in Inyocounty, 
California, but are not felt on the western side of the 
mountains. An island is rising in Mono lake. The 
earth has opened in many places and houses have been 
thrown down. 

The interments in Philadelphia last week numbered 
383: including 62 of small pox, 50 of consumption, 
and 31 inflammation of the lungs. 

All the general appropriation bills have been acted 


bill remains to be attended to. 

The Markets, &c.—The following were the quotations 
on the 22d inst. Mew York.—American gold, 111}. 
U.S. sixes, 1881, 1163; ditto, 1867, 114; ditto, 10-40, 
5 per cents, 1098. Superfine flour, $6.40 a $6.80; 
finer brands, $7 a $12.75. No. 2 Chicago spring wheat, 
$1.58 a $1.60; amber, $1.80. State barley, 80 cts. Oats, 
51} a 543 cts. Rye, 90a92 cts. Western mixed corn, 
714 cts.; southern yellow, 733 cts.; southern white, 76 
ets. Philadelphia—Cotton, 23} a 24} cts. for uplands 
and New Orleans. Superfine flour, $5.75 a $6.25 ; finer 
brands, $6.50 a 11. Penna. and western red wheat, $1.88 
a $1.90; amber, $1.95. Rye, 98 cts. Yellow corn, 69 
cts. Oats, 54 a 57 cts. About 2100 beef cattle sold at 
the Avenue Drove-yard; extra at 73 a 8 cts.; fair to 
good, 6 a7 cts., and common 5 a 54 cts. per lb, gross. 
About 13,000 sheep sold at 10 a 10} cts. per Ib. gross 
for choice; fair to good, 8} a 9} cts., and common, $4 a 
$5 per head. Hogs sold at $6.50 a $7.12. Baltimore. 
—Southern wheat, $2 a $2.10; Pennsylvania, $2; 
amber Michigan, $1.98. Yellow corn, 66 a 67 cts.; 
white, 68 a 69 cts. Western oats, 55 a 56 ets. ; southern, 
60a 61 cts. Chicago.—Spring extra flour, $6 a $7.50. 
No. 2 spring wheat, $1.29. No. 2 mixed corn, 42 cts. 
No. 2 oats, 34 cts. Lard, $8.50. Cincinnati—Family 
flour, $7.85 a $8. Red wheat, $1.70 a $1.73. Corn, 
49 cts. Oats, 42 a 45 cts. Barley, 65a 80 cts. 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 
The Summer Session of the School will commence 
on Second-day, the 29th instant. 


Pupils who have been regularly entered and who go 
by the cars from Philadelphia, can obtain tickets at the 


depot of the West Chester and Philadelphia Railro 
corner of Thirty-first and Chestnut streets, by givi 
their names to the Ticket-agent there, who is furnish 
with a list of the pupils for that purpose. In su 
case the passage, including the stage fare from t 
Railroad Station, will be charged at the School, to 
paid for with the other incidental charges at the clo 
of the term. Conveyances will be at the Srrerr Ro; 
Srarron on Second and Third-days, the 29th and 30t 
to meet the trains that leave Philadelphia at 7.50 a 
10 A. M., and 2.30 P. M. 

kee Baggage may be left either at Thirty-first a 
Chestnut St. or at Eighteenth and Market. If left 
the latter place, it must be put under the care of J 
Alexander & Sons, who will convey it thence to Thirt 
first and Chestnut at a charge of 10 cents per trunk, 
be paid to them. Those who prefer can have their ba 
gage sent for to any place in the built-up part of t 
City, by sending word on the day previous to H. Ale 
ander & Sons, No. 5 North Highteenth St. Their char; 
in such case for taking baggage to Thirty-first and Che: 
nut Sts., will be 25 cents per trunk. For the same char; 
they will also collect baggage from the other railro: 
depots, if the checks are left at their office No. 5 Nor 
Eighteenth St. Baggage put under their care, if pr 
perly marked, will not require any attention from t 
owners, either at the West Philadelphia depot, or at-t 
Street Road Station, but will be forwarded direct tot 
School. It may not always go on the same train as t 
owner, but it will go on the same day, provided t 
notice to H. Alexander & Sons reaches them in time 

DuRING THE SESSION, passengers for the School w 
be met at the Street Road Station, on the arrival of t 
first train from the City, every day except First-day 
and small packages for the pupils, if left at Frienc 
Book Store, No. 304 Arch St., will be forwarded eve 
Sixth-day at 12 o’clock, and the expense charged 
their bills. 

Fourth month 16th, 1872. 


WANTED. 


A Friend as Principal of the School under care 
Germantown Preparative Meeting. The school is 
graded one, well supplied with needful appliances 
a full academic course, and the salary offered is liber: 

Apply to « 

Alfred Cope, Germantown. 
Samuel Morris, Olney, Phila. 


on by the U. S. House of Representatives, but the tariff 


James E. Rhoads, Germantown. 
Jane I. Mason, No. 15 8. 7th St., Philad: 
Mary R. Haines, No. 926 Spruce St., do. 


WESTTOWN BOARDING SCHOOL. 
Wanted, a Teacher of Penmanship, Grammar, & 
in the Girls’ department. Apply to 
Susan E. Comfort, Knox St., Germantown, 
Elizabeth Rhoads, Marple, Del. Co., Penn. 
Sarah A. Richie, No. 444 N. Fifth St., Phila, 


FRIENDS’ SELECT SCHOOLS. 


Wanted, a teacher in the classical department of t 
Friends’ Select Schools, upon the opening of the F: 
term in the 9th month next. 

Application may be made to 

James Whitall, 410 Race St., 
Edward Maris, M. D., 127 South Fifth Si 
Geo. J. Seattergood, 413 Spruce St. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 
Near Frankford, (Twenty-third Ward,) Philadelphic 
Physician and Superintendent—Josuua H. Wort 
in@ton, M. D. 

Applications for the Admission of Patients may 
made to the Superintendent, or to any of the Board 
Managers. 


Diep, on the 27th ult., at Pine Iron Works, Ber 
Co., Pa., ANNA S., wife of Joseph L. Bailey, in the 3( 
year of her age. Under a strong impression of the 1 
certainty of life, she had been increasingly engaged 
latter time in seeking to know a preparation for t 
solemn change. Through mercy we reyerently belie 
that her purified spirit has been admitted into the regi 
of everlasting bliss. 

, on the 19th of Fourth month, 1872, at her re 
dence in Philadelphia, THomazrn ASHBRIDGE, in t 
86th year of her age, a member of Western Distr 


WILLIAM H. PILE, PRINTER, 
No. 422 Walnut Street. 


